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Policy Number: 204.047 
Title: Hobby Craft  
Effective Date: 1/5/26 
  
PURPOSE: To provide procedures regarding participation in a hobby craft activity. 
  
APPLICABILITY: All adult facilities 
  
DEFINITIONS: 
Hobby craft – a privileged activity offered using supplies limited to the approved items list or hobby craft 
items sold in the canteen. 
 
PROCEDURES: 
A. Hobby craft 

1. Approved hobby craft activities include painting, drawing, needlecraft, creative coloring 
books, and beadwork. Items approved under Policy 302.300, “Spiritual Care,” are not 
considered hobby craft activities. 

  
2. Only approved hobby craft supplies may be used to complete hobby craft activities.  
 
3. Hobby craft activities must only be done in authorized areas, including movement 

between approved locations. 
 
4.  Approved hobby craft supplies must only be used for their intended purpose.  
  

B. Hobby Craft Supplies 
1. Hobby craft supplies must be purchased through the Canteen. Additional approved hobby 

craft supplies must be purchased through the special-order process, using approved 
vendors and the voucher system in accordance with Policy 300.100, “Incarcerated 
Individual/Incarcerated Individual Accounts.” Hobby craft supplies may also be obtained 
through approved structured programming if it meets the allowable hobby craft list 
requirements. 

 
2. Approved hobby craft supplies must fit within the two-bin limit and not exceed the limits 

specified on the hobby craft special-order items list. Exceptions are pre-stretched canvas 
and panels.  

  
3. All hobby craft needles must be stored in an approved hobby craft container (purchased 

from canteen). 
  
4. The maximum dollar amount of approved hobby craft supplies an incarcerated person 

may possess is $250.00. 
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5. Property officers check all incoming packages for contraband. 
 
6. Incarcerated people may purchase hobby craft supplies for approved spiritual care items. 

To be considered a spiritual care item, incarcerated people must follow the approval 
process outlined in Policy 302.300, “Spiritual Care.” 

 
C. Disposition of hobby craft items/projects  

1. Upon completion as determined by staff, hobby craft items must be shipped out of the 
facility at the incarcerated person’s expense. 

 
2.        Upon transfer to another facility, unfinished oversized hobby craft items must be          

 shipped out of the facility at the incarcerated person’s expense. 
 
3. A processing fee will be added when property staff determine that additional packaging is 

needed. 
 
D. Violations of Hobby Craft Privileges 

1. Violations of hobby craft privileges may result in the following progressive suspensions 
from purchasing additional hobby craft supplies: 
a) First violation occurrence results in a 60-day suspension. 

 
b) Second violation occurrence within 90 days results in a 90-day suspension. 

 
c) Third violation occurrence results in formal discipline. 

 
2. Examples of violations include 

a) possessing approved hobby craft supplies valued at more than $250. 
 
b) Misusing approved hobby craft supplies for unintended purposes. 
 
c) Trading, selling, borrowing, or giving away hobby craft supplies or projects 

(completed or not). 
  
2. Any incarcerated person who appears to be engaging in hobby craft for any of the 

purposes listed below must have their hobby craft supplies confiscated and may be 
charged with a violation in accordance with the incarcerated individual discipline rules, 
under Policy 303.010 “Incarcerated Individual Discipline,” Attachment 303.010I.  
a) Organizing assembly lines; 
 
b) Subcontracting; 
 
c) Running small businesses; or 

 
d) Selling hobby craft supplies or projects. 

 
STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY SECURITY AUDIT STANDARDS:  None 
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INTERNAL CONTROLS: 
A. Incoming packages are searched for contraband. 
 
REFERENCES:  Policy 300.100, Incarcerated Individual/Incarcerated Individual Accounts 
   Policy 302.300, Spiritual Care  

Policy 303.010, Incarcerated Individual Discipline 
  
REPLACES: Policy 204.047, “Hobby Craft,” 8/6/19. 

All facility policies, memos, or other communications whether verbal, written, or 
transmitted by electronic means regarding this topic. 

  
ATTACHMENTS: Hobby Craft Special Order Items List (204.047A)(Public pdf of 204.047A) 
    
 
APPROVALS: 
Commissioner of Corrections 

https://policy.doc.mn.gov/DOCPolicy/PolicyDoc?name=300.100.pdf
https://ishare.doc.state.mn.us/sites/policy/Policy%20Attachment%20Archive/204.047A.docx
https://ishare.doc.state.mn.us/sites/policy/Policy%20Attachment%20Archive/204.047A%20Clean.pdf

