m DEPARTMENT
OF CORRECTIONS

Internal Memo

Interim Guidance Memo Number: 301.066.01

Date:11/4/2025

To: DOC Staff

cc: DOC Executive Team; Director Melvin, Associate Warden Wanchena
From: Commissioner Paul Schnell

Interim Guidance: Policy 301.066.01, Conducted Energy Weapon

Effective November 5, 2025, the DOC is changing provisions in the policy listed below, which
will be incorporated into the policy document in a future policy revision.

Explanation of the Change:

Policy 301.066, “Conducted Energy Weapon” relates to the pilot program for the use of tasers
in Minnesota Correctional Facilities. The Department continues to pilot the use of tasers and is
making the following adjustments to the current policy:

What Policy Is Being Affected:
Policy 301.066, “Conducted Energy Weapon” is changed as follows:

1. Adding language permitting certified TASER operators to remove probes in the
circumstances described below, not just medical personnel as currently
written;

2. Clarifying that corrections staff must not use the TASER on individuals known to
be pregnant; and

3. Removing the TASER 7 definition as these are not used by the Department.

301.066 Conducted Energy Weapon Policy Revisions:

Tracked Changes
PURPOSE: To provide procedures and guidelines for issuance and use of the Taser® device.
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This is a pilot program for the use of tasers in Minnesota Correctional Facilities. The objective
for the issuance of conducted energy weapon systems is to minimize the risk of injury to staff

and incarcerated people in accordance with agency Policy 301.081, “Response to Resistance,

Restraint Systems, and Escape.”

DEFINITIONS:

PROCEDURES:
C. Special Deployment Considerations
1. The use of the TASER device should generally be avoided unless the totality of
the circumstances indicates that other available options reasonably appear
ineffective or would present a greater danger to the corrections officer, the
subject, or others, and the corrections officer reasonably believes that the need
to control the individual outweighs the risk of using the device. This includes:
a—tnecarcerated personswho-are knownto-be pregnant:
ab)  Elderly incarcerated persons.
be)  Incarcerated persons with obviously low body mass.
cd)  Incarcerated persons who are handcuffed or otherwise restrained.
de)  Incarcerated persons who have been recently sprayed with a flammable
chemical agent or who are otherwise in close proximity to any known
combustible vapor or flammable material, including alcohol-based
oleoresin capsicum (OC) spray.
ef) Incarcerated persons whose position or activity may result in collateral
injury (for example, falls from height).
fe) Incarcerated persons operating moving vehicles or machinery.
2. Corrections staff must NOT use the TASER in the following manner or

circumstances:

f)

On incarcerated persons who are known to be pregnant.
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34.

The DOC does not tolerate the response to resistance without justification, or
the response to resistance with proper justification but in excessive amounts.

Medical Treatment

1.

Certified TASER operators are allowed to remove probes from anyone impacted
by the TASER probe deployment except those probes deemed to be lodged in a
sensitive area.

Absent extenuating circumstances erunavailability, only medical personnel
should remove TASER device probes from an incarcerated person’s body when
the probes have impacted a sensitive area as identified in training or in c), below.
Used TASER device probes are considered a sharps biohazard, similar to a used
hypodermic needle, and must be handled appropriately. Universal precautions
should be taken accordingly. All incarcerated persons who have been struck by
TASER device probes or who have been subjected to the electric discharge of the
device must be medically assessed prior to continued processing or housing.
Additionally, any incarcerated person who falls under any of the following
categories should, as soon as reasonably practicable, be examined by qualified
medical personnel as determined in Policy 301.081, “Response to Resistance,
Restraint Systems, and Escape”:

a) The person may be pregnant.
b) The person reasonably appears to be in need of medical attention.
c) The TASER device probes are lodged in a sensitive area (for example,

groin, female breast, head, face, neck).

Persons who exhibit extreme agitation, violent irrational behavior accompanied
by profuse sweating, extraordinary strength beyond their physical
characteristics, and imperviousness to pain (sometimes called "medical crisis"),
or who require a protracted physical encounter with multiple corrections officers
to be brought under control, may be at an increased risk of sudden death and
must be examined by qualified medical personnel as soon as reasonably
practicable. Any individual exhibiting signs of distress after such an encounter
must be medically cleared.

Any incarcerated person exhibiting signs of distress or who is exposed to
multiple or prolonged applications (that is, more than 15 seconds) must be

promptly examined by qualified medical personnel or medically evaluated.

If any individual refuses medical attention, such a refusal should be witnessed by
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another corrections officer and/or medical personnel and must be fully
documented in related reports. If an audio recording is made of the contact or
an interview with the individual, any refusal should be included, if possible.

Clean Copy of Revisions:

PURPOSE: To provide procedures and guidelines for issuance and use of the Taser® device.
This is a pilot program for the use of tasers in Minnesota Correctional Facilities. The objective
for the issuance of conducted energy weapon systems is to minimize the risk of injury to staff
and incarcerated people in accordance with agency Policy 301.081, “Response to Resistance,
Restraint Systems, and Escape.”

PROCEDURES:
C. Special Deployment Considerations
1. The use of the TASER device should generally be avoided unless the totality of

the circumstances indicates that other available options reasonably appear
ineffective or would present a greater danger to the corrections officer, the
subject, or others, and the corrections officer reasonably believes that the need
to control the individual outweighs the risk of using the device. This includes:

a) Elderly incarcerated persons.

b) Incarcerated persons with obviously low body mass.

c) Incarcerated persons who are handcuffed or otherwise restrained.

d) Incarcerated persons who have been recently sprayed with a flammable

chemical agent or who are otherwise in close proximity to any known
combustible vapor or flammable material, including alcohol-based
oleoresin capsicum (OC) spray.

e) Incarcerated persons whose position or activity may result in collateral
injury (for example, falls from height).

f) Incarcerated persons operating moving vehicles or machinery.
2. Corrections staff must NOT use the TASER in the following manner or
circumstances:
a) Any manner or condition inconsistent with the established approved
department training.

b) Any manner inconsistent with legal, professional, or ethical conduct.

c) To arouse sleeping, unconscious, or intoxicated individuals.
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d) For horseplay, experimentation, or in any other unprofessional manner.

e) On passively resistant subjects (which includes those subjects who
guestion a corrections officer’'s commands in a non-violent and non-
threatening manner).

f) On incarcerated persons who are known to be pregnant.

The DOC does not tolerate the response to resistance without justification, or
the response to resistance with proper justification but in excessive amounts.

Medical Treatment

1.

Certified TASER operators are allowed to remove probes from anyone impacted
by the TASER probe deployment except those probes deemed to be lodged in a
sensitive area.

Absent extenuating circumstances, only medical personnel should remove TASER
device probes from an incarcerated person’s body when the probes have
impacted a sensitive area as identified in training or in c), below. Used TASER
device probes are considered a sharps biohazard, similar to a used hypodermic
needle, and must be handled appropriately. Universal precautions should be
taken accordingly. All incarcerated persons who have been struck by TASER
device probes or who have been subjected to the electric discharge of the device
must be medically assessed prior to continued processing or housing.
Additionally, any incarcerated person who falls under any of the following
categories should, as soon as reasonably practicable, be examined by qualified
medical personnel as determined in Policy 301.081, “Response to Resistance,
Restraint Systems, and Escape”:

a) The person may be pregnant.
b) The person reasonably appears to be in need of medical attention.
c) The TASER device probes are lodged in a sensitive area (for example,

groin, female breast, head, face, neck).

Persons who exhibit extreme agitation, violent irrational behavior accompanied
by profuse sweating, extraordinary strength beyond their physical
characteristics, and imperviousness to pain (sometimes called "medical crisis"),
or who require a protracted physical encounter with multiple corrections officers
to be brought under control, may be at an increased risk of sudden death and
must be examined by qualified medical personnel as soon as reasonably
practicable. Any individual exhibiting signs of distress after such an encounter
must be medically cleared.
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4, Any incarcerated person exhibiting signs of distress or who is exposed to
multiple or prolonged applications (that is, more than 15 seconds) must be
promptly examined by qualified medical personnel or medically evaluated.

54, If any individual refuses medical attention, such a refusal should be witnessed by
another corrections officer and/or medical personnel and must be fully
documented in related reports. If an audio recording is made of the contact or
an interview with the individual, any refusal should be included, if possible.

Resources/What to Expect:

The Department will continue to train and work with TASER operators on this policy. Future
policy revisions will include these changes and may contain other adjustments identified as the
Department continues this work.

Should you have any questions related to Policy 301.066, please contact policy chair John

Melvin or Associate Warden Victor Wanchena. Thank you for your work to ensure
consistency in practice while revisions to this policy are being made.
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