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Policy: 500.1261 
Title: Consent for Health Care for Juvenile Residents and Incarcerated Youth 
Effective Date: 2/19/26 

 
PURPOSE: To provide procedures for obtaining parental or legal guardian consent for juvenile 
resident and incarcerated youth for health services. 
 
APPLICABILITY: Staff providing care to juveniles in a Minnesota Department of Corrections (DOC) 

facility 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
Extended jurisdiction juvenile (EJJ) – as defined in Minn. Rule 2960.0020, subd.35. 
 
Incarcerated Youth – an unemancipated juvenile under the age of 18 who was convicted of a crime by 
an adult court, was committed to the commissioner of corrections, and is incarcerated in a DOC facility 
 
Juvenile resident – an unemancipated adjudicated delinquest or extended jurisdiction juvenile under 
the age of 18 upon intake to the Minnesota Correctional Facility – Red Wing’s (MCF-RW’s) juvenile 
secure residential treatment program. 
 
PROCEDURES: 
A. Consent Procedure 

1. Beyond rendering basic first aid and emergency care, the Minnesota Department of 
Corrections (DOC) attempts to obtain parental or legal guardian consent to provide 
medical, dental, mental, and other health services for all juvenile residents and 
incarcerated youth upon intake at any DOC facility. 

 
2. Obtaining Consent for Medical, Dental, Mental, and Other Health Services 

a) Within three business days of intake, records office staff send a request to the 
parent or legal guardian of a juvenile resident or incarcerated youth, requesting 
consent for providing medical, dental, mental, and other health services to the 
juvenile resident or incarcerated youth, using the Parent/Guardian Authorization 
for Juvenile Health Care form (attached). 

 
b) If no response to the request is received within ten calendar days: 

(1) Records office staff send a second request; and 
(2) Nursing services: 

(a) Attempt to contact the parent or legal guardian by telephone, if the 
phone number is available; and 

(b) Contact the DOC medical director for further direction if no current 
address or telephone number is available for the parent or legal 
guardian. 
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c) The DOC must obtain a separate written consent for the administration of 
neuroleptic medications and for specific invasive procedures, such as surgery. 

 
3. Consent Obtained/Denied/No Response 

a) When a consent form is received from a parent or legal guardian: 
(1) Records office staff notify nursing services; 
(2) Original signed forms are filed in the documents section of the electronic 

health record. 
(3) If consent is obtained, it is in effect until one of the following happens: 

(a) It is revoked by the parent or legal guardian; 
(b) The juvenile resident or incarcerated youth offender reaches the 

age of 18; or 
(c) The juvenile resident or incarcerated youth is released. 

 
b) If a parent or legal guardian refuses to authorize consent for medication, the 

medication is discontinued under the supervision of a provider unless a court 
order to administer the medication is obtained, or unless it is a medication that a 
juvenile aged 16 or older can legally consent to themself. 

 
c) When no response is received: 

(1) Nursing services staff consult with the caseworker for help in locating the 
parent or guardian.  If the caseworker/designee is unable to locate a 
parent or legal guardian or no response is received within seven days of 
the second attempt, nursing services contacts the DOC medical director 
and the warden to seek consent from the court. 

(2) The warden and health care practitioner send a letter (sample attached) to 
the placing court requesting the court to issue an order giving the DOC the 
authority to provide medical, dental, mental, and other health services. 
(a) For juvenile residents, that letter is addressed to the juvenile judge 

of the placing court. 
(b) For Incarcerated youth, that letter is addressed to the judge of the 

committing court. 
 

d) Special considerations are followed for juvenile residents or incarcerated youth 
who are legally emancipated. 

 
B. Emergency Services (Minn. Stat. § 144.344) 

The DOC may provide medical, dental, mental, and other health services to a juvenile resident or 
incarcerated youth without parental or legal guardian consent when, in a health professional’s 
judgment: 

1. The requirement of consent would result in delay or denial of treatment; and 
 
2. The risk to the juvenile resident’s or incarcerated youth’s health is of such a nature 

that treatment must be given without delay; or 
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3. When the juvenile resident or incarcerated youth is receiving medications or 
treatments upon intake that, if discontinued, would be detrimental to the juvenile 
resident’s or incarcerated youth’s life or health. 

 
C. Medical Records 

All health, dental, mental and other health records are retained in the juvenile resident’s or 
incarcerated youth’s electronic health record.  The registered nurse supervisor both randomly 
and annually audits juvenile resident and incarcerated youth medical records for consent forms.  
Records of audits are maintained in the registered nurse supervisor’s files. 

 
INTERNAL CONTROLS: 
A. All health, dental, mental, and other health services records are retained in the juvenile 

resident’s or incarcerated youth’s electronic health record. 
 
B. The consent forms are retained in the documents section of the juvenile resident’s or 

incarcerated youth’s electronic health record. 
 
C. The registered nurse supervisor audits all records for consent forms and records of those audits 

are maintained in the registered nurse supervisor’s files. 
 
STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY SECURITY AUDIT STANDARDS: None 
 
REFERENCES: Minn. Stat. §241.75, §144.342, §144.344 and § 260B.198 Subd. 1 (7) 
 Minn. Rules 2960.0070 Subp. 3 and 2960.0080 Subp. 11 

Policy 500.126, “Incarcerated Person Health Care Decisions” 
Policy 203.250, “Modifications for Incarcerated People/Residents with Disabilities” 
Policy 203.225, “Emergency Notification – Incarcerated Person/Resident 
Hospitalization” 
Policy 500.010, “Health Services” 
Policy 500.321, “Administration of Neuroleptic (Antipsychotic) and Non-
Neuroleptic, Psychotropic  Medications” 
Policy 500.303, “Mental Health Assessment” 

 
REPLACES: Division Directive 500.1261, “The Provision of Health Care to Juvenile 

Residents,”4/17/18. 
All facility policies, memos, or other communications whether verbal, written, or 
transmitted by electronic means regarding this topic. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: Parent/Legal Guardian Authorization for Juvenile Health Care form (500.1261A) 

Sample Court Request Letter (500.1261B) 
 
 
APPROVED BY: 
Commissioner of Corrections 
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